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STLWDGA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
FOREST HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016 
 
The meeting was called to order by Marian Sinnett at 9:39 a.m. at Forest Hills Country 
Club. 
 
In attendance: Marian Sinnett, Kathy Gugger via FaceTime, Gerry Wisniewski, Vickie 
Ressler, Liz Moore, Ronnie Burg, Patty Heinrich, Laurel Palmer, CJ Evans and Carol 
Ann Jones 
 
Minutes (Attached hereto) 

 The minutes of the Executive Board Meeting held at Forest Hills Country Club on 
Friday, November 6, 2015 were reviewed. A motion to approve the minutes was 
made by Gerry Wisniewski and seconded by CJ Evans. The minutes were 
approved.  

 
Old Business 

 Marian Sinnett addressed Executive Board members playing together in non-
team tournaments, including Opening and Closing Day and the first Best Ball 
Tournament (2nd Best Ball Tournament you will be paired ABCD). It was decided 
that unless a board member has a compelling reason to play with one of their 
own club members, you should plan to be paired with the Executive Board. Gerry 
Wisniewski requested that we sign up through our own club CD and indicate that 
you will be playing with the STLWDGA Executive Board. She will pair us up 
accordingly or place us where we can best assist filling in for incomplete teams. 

 Regarding the hats and visors ordered last year, Marian said we have 
approximately 20 baseball hats. The visors are sold. It was decided that the hats 
will be announced at the Opening Meeting as still for sale at $13 each. Ronnie 
Burg said she will also update this on the STLWDGA website. Whatever remains 
after sales will be used for small prizes for various events so the cost can be 
resolved on the year’s budget. 
 

Reports 
 
President – Marian Sinnett 

 Marian welcomed board members to the 2016 season. 

 She said the spring mailing was sent on March 3, 2016. She thanked Patty 
Heinrich for stuffing and stamping the envelopes and ensuring these were sent 
out to the members. 

 As discussed in an earlier email, please let Marian know if you need any 
notecards or letterhead for this season.   

 Marian plans to meet with Aidan Murphy, GM of Old Warson, on March 16 to 
discuss the meeting rooms and luncheon for the Opening Meeting.  Marsha 
Rheinnecker is the club’s member contact, and Marian will be meeting with her. 
Marian will be meeting with Benjamin Kent from Persimmon Woods to go over all 
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information for the Invitational. Nancy Demko will be the hospitality chairperson 
for the club. Marian will also meet with Andy Crowe, Chef Lute and Gideon Traub 
at Forest Hills Country Club to discuss the Mixed Event. Chris Watson will be the 
hospitality chairperson for the club. 
 

 Marian asked that board members remember to update job descriptions if yours 
changes throughout this season. She wants to make sure they are all up-to-date 
before the fall Closing Meeting for the transition to Kathy Gugger. 
 

 Marian said she looks forward to a great 2016 season and hopes that the rain 
stays away this year! 
 

Vice President – Kathy Gugger 

 Kathy had a busy winter in Florida editing the 2016 yearbook. She said it is a real 
love/hate relationship, and thanked Marian and Pattie for helping her. Kathy said 
that it is a struggle getting our member clubs to update their members’ 
information and pay dues in a timely manner. The information Kathy sends out to 
the CDs and Billing Departments is in Word and Excel documents, but many are 
unable to edit them directly and email them back in an attachment. It ends up 
being a mishmash of emails that come back to Kathy, and she hopes that Gerry 
Wisniewski can find a format that can be easily updated when she assumes the 
VP role. Marian suggested that the best way may be calling the Accounts 
Payable Department of each club and going over the list of District members’ 
information verbally by phone.    
 

 The roster section of the yearbook has been changed to remove the marital 
status of our members. The member is now are listed before their spouse’s 
name. 
 

 The Junior Tournament is July 25 and 26, Monday and Tuesday, at Sunset Hills 
in Edwardsville. Kathy encouraged everyone to volunteer to help shuttle, score or 
assist as a spotter. She thinks it could be a challenge this year to get girls to play 
in Illinois. If you know anyone aged 12-18 that would like to participate, please 
give Kathy her name and email address, and please talk it up as much as 
possible.  
 

 Kathy will be spending the summer learning her upcoming role as STLWDGA 
President, and she said that with help and patience from everyone, she’ll be 
ready. 
 

Tournament Chair – Gerry Wisniewski 

 Gerry discussed the work she has done to make designated District Tees 
available in the GHIN system for properly posting scores after tournaments. She 
said the tees we use at each club was reviewed again for any changes this past 
year and updated accordingly. The rating and slope information was verified with 
what is in GHIN. At some of the courses, we use a hybrid or combination of tees 
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that will not be found on the individual clubs scorecard. These have all been 
rated by Curt Rohe and added to GHIN so that scores can be posted without 
needing to manually enter the rating and slope. She handed out copies of tee 
information for the 20 District courses. This information is also printed in the 
yearbook. The first tee listed (shorter course) is used for all regular tournaments 
and team events. The next tee listed (championship course) is used for the first 
flight or championship flight in the Invitational. There are a few discrepancies. 
When Gerry just recently reviewed all the information in GHIN, a few of the tee 
names and R/S were different than what had been there when she provided the 
list to Kathy for printing in the yearbook. What is on this list is what is in GHIN. 
 

 Ronnie Berg asked if the changes will be happening every year, and Gerry said 
yes, if a course makes a change both GHIN and TPP will need to be updated. 
Gerry will meet with both Liz Moore and Ronnie to further discuss how to make 
sure TPP is correct before Team events.  
 

 Gerry said she and Marian met to review our scorecards. The cards we used last 
year were an improvement but still needed a bit of tweaking. This year, all the 
cards will include the holes yardage, handicap and par information. The course 
rating and slope will also be printed on the cards for each event. She and Marian 
met with Curt Rohe at MAGA to discuss the “Raguzzi System” in an effort to help 
with pace of play. Marian will discuss this more in New Business, but basically 
Gerry said we have the ability to add the expected “time to finish” a hole based 
on the course in TPP, and thus on the scorecard. With “shotgun starts,” it’s 
difficult to measure this and with limited space on the scorecards Gerry said they 
have chosen not to print this information for those tournaments. For tournaments 
that have tee times (Three-Day, Invitational and Junior), Gerry added a “Time to 
Finish” line on the cards to hopefully help with pace of play. For the other 
tournaments, she said we can print reports with the information. She is looking at 
how we might have that information available for the carts. Gerry handed out 
examples of a scorecard and one of the reports. 
 

 Gerry sent a letter to Glen Echo’s Pro for the Opening Scramble on April 29th and 
is now preparing the CD packets and her report for the Opening Meeting April 8th 
at Old Warson.  
 

 
Assistant Tournament Chair – Vickie Ressler 

 Vickie said all letters and thank you notes have been updated and are ready for 
the individual tournaments. She printed the table thank-yous for each table at the 
tournaments, and also printed a generic thank you for the locker room attendant, 
if there is one. 
 

 Vickie also sent an email to CD, June Miller, at Glen Echo to secure a Luncheon 
Coordinator for the Opening Scramble. June is ill, so it was suggested that she 
contact Cindy Herrin for assistance in coordination of this.  
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Team Chair – Liz Moore 

 Liz thanked Assistant Team Chair Ronnie Berg for all her help, support and good 
humor.  
 

 Since our last meeting, Liz and Ronnie have met to determine team sections, 
divisions and the schedule with opponents. They set up team events in TPP. 
They also set up the scoring spreadsheets used to record points after each team 
play. Ronnie updated the TPP instruction sheet. 
 

 Liz sent yearbook updates to Kathy and also made updates to the team captain 
packet given out at the Spring Opening Captains’ Meeting. She emailed captains 
to confirm contact information given to me by Kathy, and yes there were still 
more changes!  
 

 Ronnie and Liz updated the team captain job description, and with Ronnie’s 
approval, gave more specific responsibilities to the Assistant Team Chair.  
 

 It was determined last summer after a small group met (comprised of board 
members and past champions) that team scores will be recorded as 
“Regular/Away” scores and not “Tournament” scores. Kathy Gugger said not 
having this printed in this year’s yearbook was an oversight, but it will be for sure 
next year. It will be in the Captains’ packets at the opening meeting, Liz said.  
 

 It also was decided that on rainy days 12 holes would need to be played in order 
for the match to be complete. The remaining 6 holes/points would be split 3 and 
3 between the two teams. This information will be discussed at the Captains’ 
Meeting, but not added to the yearbook.  
 

 Liz was in contact with St. Clair about changes on their golf course, and Curt 
Rohe set up district combo tees that are now in GHIN, but not in TPP. It was 
decided that Gerry will show Liz and Ronnie how to update TPP with this 
information. 
 

 Liz also contacted Whitmoor about the South Course “District Combo” 
slope/rating, and after much deliberation, they settled on a rating.  
 

 Liz will also add information to the pros of each club in her letter to them about 
having extra staff on hand if possible to assist with pace of play. 
 

Assistant Team Chair – Ronnie Burg – No report 

 
Treasurer – CJ Evans 

 CJ distributed the 2016 Proposed Operating Budget, a 2015-2016 Budget 
Comparison Sheet and 2016 Budget vs. Expenses. 
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 A motion to approve the 2016 Proposed Operating Budget was made by Patty 
Heinrich and seconded by Gerry Wisniewski. The operating budget was 
approved. 
 

 Whitmoor is the only remaining club who owes dues for the fiscal year. Kathy 
Gugger will contact their CD for assistance in getting this paid before Opening 
Day. 
 

 After discussion, it was decided that CJ will distribute one copy of the budget 
numbers per table at the Opening Meeting. Members can pass and share, and 
this will save on printing cost.  

 
Rules Chair – Laurel Palmer  

 During the winter months, Laurel updated the Local Rules for each club. As in the 
past, she will contact the club professional at each club at least two weeks prior 
to the event so she can pass along updated Local Rules to the Tournament Chair 
and the Team Captain as needed for the event. 
 

 The goal of last year was to improve Pace of Play during our tournaments and 
team play. That goal is still a necessity for the 2016 season. Laurel encouraged 
the membership to review the information under “Undue Delay in the Conditions 
of Competition” printed for players and on their cart for every District event. For 
our major tournaments USGA officials will be watching for groups who might be 
“Out of Position.” During other tournament events, phone calls can be made to 
the President, the Tournament Chair, the Team Captain, or me when you 
observe slow play. Policing is not the goal, but, making sure that groups are 
moving at the proper pace is certainly a major goal so that all can enjoy a round 
of golf with District friends. When she is not playing in a Team event, Laurel said 
she will try her best to monitor Pace of Play by riding the courses and making 
sure groups are not “Out of Position.” 
 

 Cell phones are now allowed according to USGA Rule 14.3/16. Laurel said that 
most of this rule does not pertain to our level of golf so it is simply stated in our 
Conditions of Competitions that “Cell phones are allowed on golf courses. The 
phone must be on silent or vibrate mode and limited to necessary communication 
only. Laurel stated a few examples, but still use must be limited to absolute 
necessity. 
 

Recording Secretary – Carol Ann Jones 

 Carol Ann said she will be unable to be at the Opening Meeting on Friday, April 8 
and needs assistance with recording the minutes to the meeting. She will provide 
the recorder with all of the advance reports and instructions, and then gather it all 
after the meeting to type up the meeting minutes as usual. After discussion, it 
was decided that she will call former Recording Secretary Jan Miles to see if she 
is available to take the meeting’s minutes, and if not, CJ Evans volunteered to do 
it. 
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Corresponding Secretary – Patty Heinrich – No report 
 
Parliamentarian – Pattie Canter  

 Pattie Canter was not in attendance. Marian read her report as follows: 
o I am sorry I am unable to attend the meeting today. I would like to request 

a change in name for the “Parliamentarian/Honorary President” position. 
My suggestion is “Parliamentarian/Past President.” As an actual Past 
President, it seems more logical. Discussion/recommendation? Thank you 
for your consideration 

o The Nominating Committee will meet at Old Warson after the opening 
meeting. Please send any and all suggestions via email to me, Marian or 
Sue Springmeyer before then. We would like suggestions from St. Albans 
(88%), Bogey Hills (71%), Bellerive (52%), Greenbriar (53%) and 
Westborough (53%). The (%) is the percentage of how many members 
participated in at least 1 event in 2015. These are our most active clubs 
that do not have representation on the 2016 Executive Committee. We will 
be nominating for the following positions: Assistant Tournament Chair, 
Assistant Team Chair, Recording Secretary and Corresponding Secretary. 

   

 After discussion of the title for the “Parliamentarian/Honorary President,” it was 
decided that it should remain as is, as this special title indicates the two-year 
period the Past President serves on the Board. 
 

 Marian said she will also provide a sheet on each table the Opening Meeting for 
District members to sign if they are interested in a potential position on the 
Executive Board.  

 
Webmaster – Ronnie Berg 

 Ronnie has spent the winter months cleaning out old files used for the website. 
She updated files to transfer reusable pictures, documents, etc. to the current 
2016 folder. Once she received the finalized schedule of tournaments for 2016 
she posted it on the website. Since then, she has been updating links to various 
pages that would be uploaded as soon as the yearbook information was ready to 
go to print. This information is currently being inputted and published so that the 
website should be complete before the spring general meeting. 
 

 Ronnie has recently received a picture of 3 district ladies who competed and won 
awards in their winter leagues in Florida. She did not post it on the web until the 
board could discuss whether or not we should add a page to our current site 
(example: “These girls are good!”) to publish golf accomplishments of our district 
members. She said we would need to have guidelines of what could be 
published and would have to use our website email for contact as she does not 
wish to receive these in her personal email box. This was discussed, and the 
Executive Board decided against posting photos as this could be a “can of 
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worms” that a volunteer then has to manage. It was decided to keep the website 
for official STLWDGA business only. 
 

 Ronnie said she will be requesting volunteers to learn how to input data into the 
website. She can show them what it involves and would appreciate any relief 
since as she will be taking on the extra duties of Team Chair in 2017. 

 
New Business 

 Marian discussed the problems that we had this year with the yearbook printing, 
and she and Kathy will continue to seek solutions. This year there were several 
errors by the printer after the PDF document had been thoroughly reviewed and 
approved. These errors were clearly the fault of the printer and are being fixed as 
best possible. Marian reported that she and Kathy are going to continue to work 
with the printer to see if there is a better format than Word to work in so that 
changes can be easily and accurately be made. Kathy Gugger would like to see 
more and more of the yearbook available on the website, and it was agreed that 
down the road it would be nice to eliminate the printed version if possible, but for 
now, a print version of the STLWDGA roster and team/tournament information is 
still needed.  

 It was decided that the website roster password would be changed to 
“STLWDGAROSTER” (all caps, one word), and Marian will announce this at the 
Opening Meeting. 

 Marian requested that the Executive Board please wear their uniform for the 
Opening Meeting (black jacket with STLWDGA badge, black pants/skirt, white 
shirt). She also asked for us to wear black shorts/skorts/pants with our white logo 
shirt to all tournaments with the exception of Team, Mixed and the Invitational. 
She asked Liz and Ronnie, if not playing, to wear their District shirts and put their 
black jacket on for the award presentation. 

 Marian discussed the introduction of the “Raguzzi System” for this year’s 3-Day, 
Invitational and Junior Tournaments. With the addition of a coned off area and an 
official clock, we will be making these tournaments more official with an official 
check-in area and an official start-time. This was encouraged by local Rules 
Official John Spencer, Marian said, and the board agreed this is a good way to 
introduce and ease into more clear and formal formats with warnings and 
penalties for our tournaments. 

 Marian asked Laurel Palmer to explain the official Raguzzi system that will be 
introduced this year at the Opening Meeting, and Kathy Gugger can revisit this 
next year as President. 

 Vickie Ressler asked the board if we thought the $22, plus tax and gratuity was 
enough for lunch, and the board agreed it was a good cost and should work for 
our member clubs. 

 
There being no further business, Laurel Palmer moved to adjourn the meeting, and 
Vickie Ressler seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 12:06 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Carol Ann Jones, Recording Secretary 
March 24, 2016 

 
Attachments:  
Approved Minutes of the November 6, 2015 
Approved 2016 Proposed Operating Budget by CJ Evans 
  


