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Closing Meeting Minutes 
St. Louis Women’s District Golf Association 

Greenbriar Hills Country Club  
October 7, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Marian Sinnett at 1:43 p.m. 

 
 Marian welcomed members to Greenbriar Hills Country Club and the closing of 

the 2016 District season. She thanked Matthew Lacefield, General Manager at 
Greenbriar, as well as Matt Gindler, Head Golf Professional. She also thanked 
Greenbriar District member Donna Kendrick for taking care of the details of the 
event.  
 

 Marian recognized and thanked Past Presidents who attended the meeting: 
o Delores Williams Glen Echo (1999-2000) 
o Laurie Merchant – St. Albans (2005-06) 
o Belinda Green – Bogey Hills (2007-08) 
o Kathleen West – Greenbriar (2011-12) 
o Pattie Canter – Norwood (2013-14) 

 

 Marian asked for confirmation that directors and alternates from each club had 
signed in. According to the by-laws, “only members of the board may make 
motions and vote.” The board consists of the officers, all past presidents and the 
three directors from each club, she said, and it is the duty of the director to report 
to her club all pertinent information presented. She asked Recording Secretary 
Carol Ann Jones if there was a quorum, and Carol Ann confirmed that there was. 
  

 Marian asked if there were any new members present, and Shannon Igney of 
Westborough stood and was recognized. 
 

 Marian requested that members review the complete minutes from the 2016 
Spring Opening Meeting. She asked if there were any corrections or additions, 
and hearing none, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Vickie Wolken 
from Norwood Hills motioned to approve the minutes, and Laurie Merchant St. 
Albans seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. 

 
 

REPORTS FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
President – Marian Sinnett (report attached) 

 

 Persimmon Woods Golf Club hosted the 2016 Invitational Championship from 
August 1-5 with 74 women participating. Marian acknowledged the outstanding 
job Persimmon Woods did each day in having the course ready to play after 
many rain delays. She thanked Kathy Gugger for all her assistance during the 
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week, and Persimmon Woods member Nancy Demko for her job as the 
wonderful hostess who arranged for spotters to be out on the course every day. 
She recognized the golfers who participated and were on the cart path the entire 
week. Marian announced the following 2016 STLWDGA Invitational 
Championship winners: 

o The Champion and winner of the Edward A. Faust Trophy was Kelli 
Kirchoff from Persimmon Woods. 

o Runner-up was Julie Frank from Westwood. She was presented with the 
Mary Mason Scudder Trophy. 

▪ The Championship flight plays 36 holes on the last day and the 
winning score was 10 & 9 by Kelli Kirchoff 

o The Medalist with the low score of Day 1 was Liz Moore from Algonquin 
with a score of 75. Liz was also the low putt winner on Day 1 with 28 putts. 

o The flight winners were: A flight - Mary Freund of Westborough defeated 
Sue Springmeyer of St. Albans in 19 holes. B flight - Kathy Eardley of 
Sunset Hills defeated Becky Pecher of Whitmoor 5 & 4.  C flight – Vickie 
Ressler of Meadowbrook defeated Jackie Dezort of Sunset Hills 4 & 3.  D 
flight – Carol Stampley of Whitmoor defeated Susan Suggs of 
Meadowbrook in 19 holes. 

o The Team Award was won by Algonquin. Their combined four lowest 
scores totaled 356.  The scores were shot by Liz Moore, Mary Howe, 
Tracey Rhea and Sally Roth. 

 

 Marian announced that Westwood Country Club will host the 2017 Invitational on 
August 7-11. 
 

 The Mixed Event was hosted by Forest Hills Country Club with 74 couples 
participating. Marian thanked Chris Watson for all her planning and the beautiful 
table centerpieces as well as Chef Lute for the lovely District logo ice sculpture.  
Marian asked all to join in at next year’s Mixed Event at Old Warson Country 
Club. 
 

 The Susan E. Shepherd Charity event was held at St. Louis Country Club.  The 
chosen charity this year was “Room at the Inn.” Marian said the SES Foundation 
donated $2,000 to the charity and District members donated $2,720 that day for 
a total given of $4,720. Sally Haimbaugh, Susan E. Shepherd’s granddaughter 
from Dublin, Ohio attended and played as Marian’s partner. Peggy Slater, interim 
Executive Director, joined for lunch, and she thanked everyone for their generous 
donations. 
 

 Marian stated we finished the year with a total of 10 new members from January 
2016 and the membership stands at 395 members. Marian read the 2017 
schedule of tournament events.  
 

 Marian said the 2016 season has been a huge success thanks to the hard 
working women volunteering on the Board, along with Gerry Legrand – Historian, 
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Vicki Wolken and Boobie Light – Prize Chairs, and Ronnie Burg – Webmaster. 
She thanked them for a great job and support.  
 

Vice President – Kathy Gugger (report attached) 

 Kathy said her winter was consumed with updating the 2016 yearbook. This 
process begins in October, and despite the challenges, it went to the printer in 
time to be distributed by the 2016 Opening Meeting. She is gratefully handing 
over this job to Gerry Wisniewski.   
 

 The Junior Invitational Tournament was held at Sunset Hills on July 27. Due to 
the low number of players, it was shortened to a one day event. You would think 
that a one day tournament would save us money, but it’s more expensive than a 
two-day tournament at full capacity. Kathy thanked everyone who volunteered 
their time to make this a special day for the girls. 
 

 Kathy assisted Marian in running the Invitational Tournament in August at 
Persimmon Woods, and said Marian lived up to her title of the “reigning 
president.” She acknowledged all the players that slogged their way through five 
very wet days. She thanked staff, officials and volunteers for making this a terrific 
event.  
 

 The recipient of our Susan E Shepard Charity Tournament was Room at the Inn.  
Kathy thanked everyone for nominating very worthy charities and looks forward 
to everyone’s suggestions for next season. She asked that nominations for the 
recipient charity go to Gerry Wisniewski and her.  Input is needed to make this a 
special event, and the Board of Directors will vote on the new charity at the fall 
board meeting. 
 

 Kathy acknowledged the 10 new members this year and thanked the New 
Member Coordinators from each club.  

o Rose Dill, Persimmon Woods 
o Julie Fernandez, Lake Forest 
o Mindy Shafer, Sunset Hills 
o Rebecca Pecher,  Whitmoor 
o Peggy Brown, Persimmon Woods 
o Helen Bartelsmeyer, St. Albans 
o Hillary Coffee, Glen Echo 
o Kenya Bumgarner, St. Albans 
o Carol Bloss,  Legends 
o Shannon Igney,  Westborough 

 

 Kathy said it has been my pleasure to serve as Vice President and now 
understands why positions on the board are two-year terms. She feels every bit 
of that time is necessary to prepare for the next office. She said she knows she 
can count on the Board and Past Presidents to make my transition a bit less 
daunting. 
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Tournament Chair – Gerry Wisniewski (report attached) 

 Gerry thanked everyone for attending our Closing Scramble and Fall Meeting, 
and said that being the Tournament Chair these last two years has been a great 
experience. She thanked Marian Sinnett, Kathy Gugger and Vickie Ressler for 
your help and support. She also thanked all the CDs who worked with her and 
helped her keep the members informed about the events, an important link in the 
chain that ensures successful tournaments.  
 

 Gerry thanked all the members who signed up and played in the eight events this 
year. Attendance was great, and there was only two times in which the merit 
system had to be implemented. For the Opening Scramble at Glen Echo, 129 
signed up and 108 played were able to play. The TOL at The Legends had 82. 
There were 71 for the Three-Day Tournament at Bogey Hills, Westborough and 
Algonquin, 96 for the first Best Ball at Norwood and 77 for the Senior 
Tournament at St. Albans. Although 91 signed up for the second Best Ball at 
Meadowbrook, Mother Nature got in the way and the golf was rained out. 96 
played in the SES tournament at St. Louis. There were 111 signed up for the 
Closing Scramble, and Greenbriar was gracious and allowed 108 to play. She 
said the continued support of all of our 20 District clubs is much appreciated.  
 

 After each tournament Gerry sent out a list of the winners to each Club’s CD and 
asked them to share it with all their members, who took home a trophy or won 
some of the over $9,500 in pro shop credit that was awarded this year, not 
including the prizes given out at the 3-Day or Invitational.  
 

 Gerry said she found it hard to believe that the season and her term as 
Tournament Chair was over. She hoped she served the membership well while 
trying to run successful and enjoyable tournaments. She said STLWDGA will be 
in excellent hands the next two years with Vickie Ressler as the new Tournament 
Chair.  
 

 
Assistant Tournament Chair – Vickie Ressler 

 Vickie acknowledged that these last two years have gone by fast, and she 
enjoyed being the Assistant Tournament Chair and working closely with Gerry, 
as well as with the other board members. She said she is looking forward to my 
next two years of being the Tournament Chair, and though Gerry's footsteps will 
be a hard act to follow, she will do her best. 

 
Recording Secretary – Carol Ann Jones 
No report  
 
Patty Heinrich - Corresponding Secretary (report attached) 

 In Patty’s absence, her report was read by Marian Sinnett as follows,  A total of 
23 cards were sent out – 8 “Thinking of You,” 4 “Get Wells” and 8 “Sympathy”. 
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Patty also sent Thanksgiving, Christmas and Happy Spring to Bob Shogren. She 
asked that all please notify the President or the Corresponding Secretary if 
anyone from STLWDGA needs a card sent. 
 

Treasurer – CJ Evans (report attached) 

 CJ asked that everyone review the 2016 Treasurers Report on their table. She 
asked if there were any questions, and with none, ended her report. 

 
Team Chair – Liz Moore (report attached) 

 Liz thanked following people : 
o Assistant (and new District Team Chair) Ronnie Burg, who has worked 

hard to learn her new position and is more than ready to take over the job.  
o The Club Team Captains for their hard work putting together a team and 

sending their lineups in on time. Liz said she will miss your notes of 
support and good humor.  

o Laurel Palmer for her help with rules and preparing the Notice to 
Competitors for each event.  

o The District board members for their friendship and support for the last 
four years.  

o The member clubs who hosted team events and their golf professionals 
and staff who helped our events run smoothly.  

 Liz awarded the 2016 Team Trophies.  
o The semi-final Matches were held on September 21 at Westwood, and the 

results were: 
Net Competition 

Augusta Division: Bogey Hills vs Firestone Division: Legends 
Winner – Legends 

 
Muirfield Division: Sunset Hills vs St. Andrews Division: Old Warson 

Winner – Old Warson 
 

Gross Competition 
Augusta Division: St. Albans vs Firestone Division: Westborough 

Winner – St. Albans 
 

Muirfield Division: Norwood vs St. Andrews Division: Forest Hills 
Winner – Norwood 

 
o The Final Matches were held on September 30 at Algonquin, and the 

results were: 
Net Competition 

Legends vs Old Warson 
Runner up – Old Warson 

Winner – Legends 
 

Gross Competition 
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St. Albans vs Norwood 
Runner up - Norwood 
Winner – St. Albans 

 
Assistant Team Chair – Ronnie Burg 
No report 
 
Rules Chair – Laurel Palmer (report attached) 

 To recap this year, Laurel said the new policy of a formal Starting Area and 
Scoring Area for our major tournaments was very successful, and she feels it 
should be continued. 
 

 She said she is forced to say that the Pace of Play has not improved. In fact, 
based on the Team Play at Sunset Hills when a group was three and one half 
holes behind at one point, pace of play is, at best, ridiculous. She said playing 
golf should not be synonymous with watching paint dry, and requested that this 
issue be on the agenda for our Executive Board meetings in the fall and the 
spring to arrive at a reasonable solution so everyone can enjoy District 
Tournament and Team Play. 
 

 Laurel said being on this Board under Marian’s term has been a great experience 
for her. She said not only has Marian been a great leader and friend, but she also 
worked with other great individuals who have served on this Board. Laurel gave 
special thanks to the Rules Committee, Nancy Davidson and Terry Lucas, for all 
the help they have gave her.  
 

Honorary President-Parliamentarian – Pattie Canter  

 No report 
 
REPORTS FROM THE STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Auditor – Kathy Gugger 

 Kathy reported that she had reviewed the finances for the 2016 year to date and 
the figures are valid and correct as entered in the ledger. The reserves of 
$2,500.00 and the 100 year anniversary fund of $7,000 are at the proper level.   

 
Web Master – Ronnie Burg 

 Ronnie thanked Daveann Degenhart from Legends, Pat Means from Whitmoor, 
Beth Schasteen from Norwood, Gail Schultz from Meadowbrook and Gail 
Walters of Bogey Hills for volunteering to help with the updating of the website 
this year. These ladies sat through a 90 minute training class with Ronnie to go 
over basic functions. 

 Ronnie said she thinks she and her committee did an excellent job of posting 
tournament, team and other information in timely manner so that members could 
access it. 
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 She reminded everyone that membership information is posted on the website. It 
is under the “ABOUT US” menu selection. It is password protected: 
STLWDGAROSTER. It was last updated on 09-29-2016. 
 

 
No Reports 
Prize Chairs: Boobie Light and Vickie Wolken 
Course Rating Coordinator: Jayne Watson 
Mixed Event Chair: Jane Hayo 
Historian/Publicity: Gerry LeGrand 
Rules: Laurel Palmer, Nancy Davidson and Terry Lucas 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Marian asked Pattie Canter to speak about the 100 Year Anniversary 
Committee’s work for the celebration in 2020. There will hopefully be $10,000 in 
the special fund by the time the year happens. 

 Pattie asked members to please share their feedback by email or phone calls 
with her and the committee about how they want to celebrate this momentous 
occasion and what kind of celebration party they envision.  

 A book was mentioned, possibly done online, and a special logo for the year. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Marian recognized the following members during the meeting: 
o Ellen Port, an STLWDGA member since 1990 from Sunset Country Club, 

who captured the 2016 USGA Senior Amateur Championship at Wellesley 
Country Club, Wellesley, MA for the 7th time. 

o Barbara Berkmeyer, STLWDGA member since 1964 from Norwood Hills 
and an Honorary Life Member, for her win as now 12-time Missouri 
Women Golf Association Senior Amateur Champion. 

o Cissy LeGear, STLWDGA member since 1981 from Algonquin Golf Club, 
receipt of a life membership award from MWGA.  

o Vicki Wolken, STLWDGA member since 1989 from Norwood, who is 
leaving District and moving to Arizona. She said Vicki has been a big part 
of District throughout the years, and she will be greatly missed. 

o Pattie Canter, Parliamentarian and Honorary President, and thanked her 
for her years of service to St. Louis Women’s District.  

o Those who sadly passed this year: Past President from Westborough, 
May Decker (1971-1972), who passed away in July at the age of 95, as 
well as June Miller from Glen Echo, who passed away in May. June was a 
longtime Corresponding Director from Glen Echo. 

 Marian gave a heartfelt farewell as outgoing STLWDGA President. She thanked 
the many people who helped her along the way, including the current Board. She 
received a standing ovation from the membership. 

 Marian called on Pattie Canter to deliver the Nominating Committee Report, and 
Pattie reported as follows: 
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o As set out in Article III, Section I of the Constitution and By-Laws, “the 
immediate Past President shall be a member of the Executive Committee 
with the title of Parliamentarian/Honorary President” so she requires no 
nomination.  Marian Sinnett from Forest Hills is that member. The 
Nominating Committee for St. Louis Women’s District Golf Association 
places in nomination the following names for the 2016-2017 Executive 
Board: 

 

▪ President:  Kathy Gugger, Sunset Hills 

▪ Vice President: Gerry Wisniewski, Norwood Hills 

▪ Tournament Chair: Vickie Ressler, Meadowbrook 

▪ Assistant Tournament Chair:  Joyce Jackson, Forest Hills 

▪ Team Chair:  Ronnie Burg,  Persimmon Woods 

▪ Assistant Team Chair:  Margaret Farrell, Westborough 

▪ Corresponding Secretary:  Bev Frein, Bogey Hills 

▪ Recording Secretary:  Sue Springmeyer, St. Albans 

▪ Treasurer:  CJ Evans, Lake Forest 

▪ Rules Chair: Laurel Palmer, Algonquin 

▪ Parliamentarian/Honorary President:  Marian Sinnett, Forest Hills 
 

o Pattie asked if there any nominations from the floor. Hearing none, she 
asked for a motion to accept this slate as presented. Delores Williams 
from Glen Echo made the motion and Amy Felton from Meadowbrook 
seconded. The motion passed, and Pattie welcomed the 2016-17 Board of 
Directors. 

 

 Marian then passed the gavel to incoming STLWDGA President, Kathy Gugger. 

 Kathy thanked Marian, and acknowledged the incredible job Marian did as 
President of STLWDGA these past two years, being a true role model to her and 
all of the membership. Kathy also thanked the outgoing Board members for their 
hard work and the incoming Board members for their support as she takes on her 
presidency.   
   

There being no further business, Joyce Jackson from Forest Hills moved to adjourn the 
meeting, and Sue Springmeyer from St. Albans seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Ann Jones 
Recording Secretary 
October 29, 2016 
 
Attachments: 



 

9 

Reports from the following: 
President, Marian Sinnett 
Vice President, Kathy Gugger 
Auditor, Kathy Gugger 
Tournament Chair, Gerry Wisniewski 
Assistant Tournament Chair, Vickie Ressler 
Corresponding Secretary, Patty Heinrich 
Team Chair, Liz Moore 
Treasurer, CJ Evans 
Rules Chair, Laurel Palmer 


